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Wigging: Loose Hairstyles 
Plan on using lots of'yarn. The bigger the doll and 
the longer you want the wig's length to be, the more 
yarn you'll need. 

Sport yarn and baby yarn are excellent choices. In 
general, 4-ply yarn is too heavy and thick for loose 
hairstyles, although if you have the patience, 4-ply 
yarn can be untwisted strand by strand for a kinky 
effect that suits some dolls. "Luster-Sheen," a 
Coats and Clark novelty yarn, is another possibility. 
For small dolls, use 6-strand embroidery floss; af­
ter the wig is attached, the strands separate when 
brushed. Consider mixing 2 or more closely-blended 
tones of the yarn color you've chosen; the effect on 
a doll is livelier than 1 color alone. 

To make any one of the styles that follow: Measure 
the length of the strands of yarn you'll need to cut 
for each step in the construction of the wig. On 
the doll's head, measure the length of the line you 
want to cover with yarn fringe; transfer that mea­
surement to a piece of paper, drawing a straight 
line. After cutting yarn to size, place strands of 
yarn over the pencilled line on the paper; with 
thread that matches the color of the yarn, machine­
stitch yarn to paper. Unless stitching fringe for 
bangs (style #3), stitch across the center of the 
yarn strands. Continue cutting yarn and stitching 
yarn to paper until the line is covered with yarn. 
Tear the paper away. Pin the seam holding the yarn 
fringe together to the doll's head. With a double­
threaded needle, backstitch yarn fringe to the head 
of the doll, handsewing over the machined seam. 

If yarn refuses to behave properly because of static 
electricity, spray it with a commercial preparation 
such as "Static Guard." 

Loose hairstyles for yarn wigs: 

#1. Stitch yarn fringe to head at 
center from forehead to middle 
of head in back.,-------

Styling: to create forehead 
hairline and prevent yarn 
from falling over face, catch 
yarn at each side of forehead 
with stitches hidden by bar­
rette or bow; 

or 
bring yarn at forehead to back 
of head; secure; cut ends or 
mingle with rest of yarn. 

#2. A. Stitch yarn fringe to head 
at hairline from temple to 
temple. 

B. Stitch
yarn fringe
to head at
center from
forehead to
middle of 

Styling: bring yarn 
fringe A back to crown 
of head; tie for ponytail_____.., 

or braid. 

A. Stitch
yarn fringe
over top of head from side to
side with short strands over 
forehead and long strands at each
side.

B. Stitch yarn
fringe to head
behind and
parallel with
yarn fringe A. 

or 

If your order totals $15.00 or more, 
we'll include a pattern for a 3-1/2" 
Chipmunk in the package. 
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way to use large patterns is to position selected motifs where 
they will emphasize certain areas of the stuffed toy's figure. 
When making doll clothes, it is especially important to relate 
the scale of the pattern to the size of the doll. 

Fabrics for doll clothes don't need to be as strong as body 
fabrics, but practicality is still a consideration. Materials 
that fray easily are unsuitable for clothing with tiny seam 
allowances. Washability, especially for the clothing of play 
dolls, is a factor. Permanent press is an asset, although fab­
rics so treated are often stiff. Finding soft fluid fabrics 
that will hang in attractive folds rather than stand out stiff­
ly when that isn't the effect desired is a search-and-collect 
operation. Material that drapes beautifully on people doesn't 
necessarily assume the same aspect on dolls. 

100% cotton unbleached muslin is the traditional fabric Ameri­
cans use for doll bodies. Its off-white color is a believable 
skin tone. It is available thin and loosely-woven, firm and 
densely-woven, and all grades in between. When dampened, it 
will shrink taut over stuffing, tightening wrinkles in the pro­
cess. It accepts dye readily. It offers an excellent back­
ground for surface decoration. It's inexpensive and available 
everywhere. But it attracts lint, particularly after washing. 
Spraying with artists' fixative or hair spray helps as does 
giving the stuffed body a good dose of Scothgard soil repellent. 

The smooth surface of permanent press percale sheeting doesn't 
tend to lint as much as un�leached muslin. A good quality 
white sheet, bought on sale or at 'seconds,' tinted a delicate 
flesh tone, will make many doll bodies at very small cost per 
doll. Broadcloth with a high polyester content often has a 
magnetic attraction for lint, but its fine texture and sheen 
are positive attributes. Finely-woven linen is the Rolls-Royce 
of fabrics for doll bodies. It is strong, durable, and repels 
lint - and it exudes that special aura called "expensive and 
classy." 

I AN IMPROVED FELT SHOE Finding good quality, firmly compacted 
felt is difficult these days, and it's expensive when avail-_ 
able. The poorer quality felts stretch out of shape and some­
times tear, they fuzz and pill, and the cut edges shred. They 
perform badly when used for stuffed figures but they can be 
used for clothing - selectively. 

When using ordinary felt for shoes, hats, belts, vests, and 
other accessories, fuse the felt to iron-on fabric before cut­
ting. The iron-on lining strengthens the felt and gives it 
body. Shoes made from felt fused to fabric, for example, re­
tain a nicely crisp shape. For the tops of the shoe, put the 
felt side outside; for the soles, use the fabric side outside. 
Topstitch all unseamed cut edges close to the edge to prevent 
the 'felt from softening and fuzzing. A thin line of Sobo fab­
ric glue rubbed into the cut edge acts as additional preven­
tion. Packages of iron-on tape cut in strips or small pieces 
are available at variety store notions' counters in standard 
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